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This  guide is designed to help you understand the 
implications of th e new regulation s and provide 
information about your options .  



! !Q504!48!18!38FDD!
Step 1 

¥ Establish whether this E.U. regulation!%<=JGST=JJJ!applies to you. 
Check your current installed equipment for affected Refrigerant     
type  R22. 
 

¥ NB If the equipment operates using R407c R134a or R410a 
refrigerants these are HFC refrigerants, covered by the F-GAS 
regulation  and are safe  for continued use although MUST be 
regularly maintained under the F-GAS regulations, see link 
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/air -atmos/fgas/pdf/fgassupport -gen3.pdf  
 

¥ If you are unsure or unable to carry out this check, our service 
team will be pleased to help and can be contacted on        

01525 852819 
 

Step 2 
¥ If you're currently installed equipment operates using HCFC R22 

refrigerant the regulation applies NOW and ACTION IS REQUIRED. 
 

 Q504!0-.!C>!8 642837D  
Option 1 Ð Replace  Equipment.   

¥ Replace the existing HCFC system with a new system that uses 
new non-ozone depleting refrigerant gas (HFC). 

Option 2 Ð Modify E quipment.   
¥ Modify the existing HCFC system to use non-ozone depleting 

refrigerant gas (HFC).  Conditions apply, see notes.  

Option 3 Ð Do Nothing.  
¥ Continue to use the existing system beyond the phase out date 

and use recycled HCFC R22 as necessary. However, many 
conditions apply Ð see notes. 



¥ Option 1 Ð Replace Equipment.   
 
 
Advantages: Ð  

¥ Many modern units are inverter driven and 
can offer up to 70% reduction in energy 
consumption compared to aged / non 
inverter units Ð an important consideration 
following recent increases in energy costs!!  
A new system can reduce future energy 
costs, your company carbon footprint and 

           impact on the environment"!
!
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¥ D-MEC Services Ltd  can design a new 
modern system to meet your current and 
future cooling and heating requirements. This 
would replace any existing system and use 
new non-ozone depleting refrigerant gas.  

 
 
!



!

Option 2 Ð Modify E quipment.    
 
An option for larger plant and equipment is to modify the existing system to 
use non-ozone depleting refrigerant gas, (.-C!*(!FG;H* "!!IC'(!-*$!'$@,+@%!*!
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Advantages :  
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¥ Reliability of existing equipment could be higher risk in future due 
to unchanged overall end of life expectancy, even following 
refrigerant upgrade.!
 

¥ As the national and European deadline approaches there could be 
delays to the installation of new equipment as demand increases 
for replacement equipment supply, materials and installation 
labour. !

!
!



Option 3 Ð Do Nothing.      
 

¥ Take NO immediate action and continue to use the existing 
system beyond the phase out date of December 2009. Continue to 
use (recycled only), HCFC R22 when necessary. 

  
¥ Many restrictions will apply and the overall implications of this 

action should be closely considered as per disadvantages in 
Option 2. 

 
 
The following information provides a wider understanding and 
timeline to help you decide on the appropriate action for your 
circumstances. 
 

¥ End of 2008  HCFC production was aimed to be cut by 16%  
 

¥ End of  2009 the sale and use of Ôvirgin' (i.e. newly produced) 
HCFCs for the service and maintenance of residential and 
commercial air conditioning will be banned. 

  
¥ Jan 2010 - Dec 2014 only the use of recycled / reclaimed HCFCs 

will be allowed (no stockpiling will be permitted). 
 

¥ From January 2015  there will be a complete ban on the use of 
HCFCs in servicing and they must be destroyed at the end of their 
life (i.e. not recycled or re-used)  

 
What are the implica tions?  
!!

¥ Continued availability of low cost, high quality HCFC R22 product 
will gradually reduce by 2010 and as the demand for recycled 
/reclaimed product increases, the total demand could well exceed 
available supply, especially as the regulation affects all of Europe  
 

¥ By 2010 the quality of some recycled HCFC R22 could be lower than 
expected and could lead to inconsistent performance.  Process-critical 
operations could be most at risk. 
 

¥ By 2010 the purchase cost of HCFC R22 is likely to be escalating 
and the cost of destruction and handling will rise to reflect the new 
regulations, therefore affecting the operating cost-effectiveness of 
systems that have not been converted or replaced. 



 
It is VITAL to start 

planning now!  
 

Your Next Step      
 
As a BUILDING MANAGER, OWNER or OPERATOR , if you find that 
the existing equipment under your control does not  use the affected 
refrigerant HCFC (R22), your only action is to ensure that correct 
maintenance regimes are in place and adhered to.  This will ensure 
optimum operational efficiency is maintained and equipment warranties 
are not compromised.   
 
Equipment using HFC refrigerant (R407c, R410a, R134a) will be covered 
under the F-Gas regulations  and different controls apply. D-MEC 
Services Ltd  offers a full range of maintenance and service programmes 
to meet your regulatory requirements. Please ask for our F-Gas 
regulation  information if you require further guidance or follow link below 
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/air -atmos/fgas/pdf/fgassupport -gen3.pdf  

 
By July 07 you should have ensured the following:   
 

For all  refrigerants (HFC & HCFC )  
¥ Ensure that adequate leak-detection systems are in place as required 

by the criteria set out by the regulations, and review equipment 
maintenance schedules to ensure it will be inspected regularly to 
conform to current legislation. 
 

¥ Ensure records will be kept of such inspections by suitably 
qualified and certified personnel, either those directly employed or 
those of sub-contractors. 
 
 
 



 
After July 07 you will need to:  
 

¥ Ensure that directly employed or contracted-out personnel are carrying 
out activities in compliance with the regulation and that they are 
suitably qualified to do so.  All D -MEC Services Ltd service 
personnel are fully qualified.  They comply with all the current 
regulations, and can produce certification as required . 
 

¥ Consider the implication of both E.U regulations and act early to 
spread the cost of any necessary actions. 
 

¥ Be aware of the various grants and financial incentives which exist 
to upgrade or replace systems to comply with the new regulations 
(such as ECA). 

 
Before January 2010 you should have:  
 

¥ Made plans to upgrade or replace any equipment using phased 
out refrigerant to minimise the impact on your organisation, both 
operationally & financially. 
 

D-MEC Services Ltd  is a specialist, professional provider.  We can 
manage the transition and work in partnership with you to achieve the 
optimum result, both short and long term. 
CO 
MPLYING WITH THE HCFC & R22 PHASE OUT REGULATION 
At D-MEC Services Ltd  we are aware of our environmental 
responsibilities, and those of our customers, to ensure that legal, 
moral and environmental obligations are achieved within a viable 
economic strategy, should you require any further information or 
assistance please contact us.  
 
!

D-MEC Services Ltd    
Unit 8, Collec Depot, Billington Road - Leighton Buzzard Ð Bedfordshire - LU7 9HH 
Tel: 01525 852819, Fax: 01525 853069 E -mail paul@d -mecservices.co.uk  
Registered approved D1 Daikin Partner www.d -mec.co.uk   Co. Reg. No. 4095753  
Air conditioning Ð Ventilation Ð Heating Ð Installation Ð Service Ð Maintenance   
 
Further relative official information can be found at:  
 
www.berr.gov.uk/sectors/sustainability/fgases/page28889.html    
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